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“The Future ain't what it used to be,” or
how Yogi Berra can save our economy

By Ajay Bajaj

his saying by the famous New

I York Yankee catcher Yogi Berra
aptly describes the

business climate in Canada

and North America these

days. How insightful was
this baseball player?

said “Always go to other
people’s funerals otherwise they won’t go
to yours.” Had he not been such a good

China and India
are desperate for
Consider that he once infraStrUCture he'p

athlete, he would have made one heck of
an economist.

Well, read on. Things are changing
and business is not what it used to be. “A
nickel ain’t worth a dime anymore.”” Huh,
Yogi? The competition
from offshore is intense
and everyone is trying to
re-invent themselves. Jobs
are being lost.

“It's like déja vu all
over again,” our friend
Yogi would have grumbled.

Economies in Europe are also under

same intense pressure and we seem to
be on the cusp of a major paradigm
shift. | recently attended a Chamber of
Commerce Dinner where Premier Dalton
McGuinty was the guest of honor and
talked about his recent trade mission to
India. The level of interest in doing busi-
ness with Canada was impressive.

McGuinty touched upon the sheer
intensity and dynamism of the business
as a whole in that part of the world. He
also urged businesses to get involved and
build commerce and trade bridges to these
economies.
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That brings us to what we as Canadians
should plan to do in this changing world.
Our economist ballplayer friend would
say: “If you don’t know where you’re
going, you’ll wind up somewhere else.”
Oh, what an insightful economist he
would make!

We Canadians, as individuals and busi-
nesses, need to have a well thought plan
to cash on this global change. The grow-
ing economies of China and India are
desperate for infrastructure help for which
Canada has the expertise and talent. They
need help with roads bridges highways,
port facilities, power generation, solar
power, automation controls, railways,
water treatment, pollution control, envi-
ronmental controls and remediation, and
fisheries, just to name a few.

The consul general of India recently
indicated that one of the largest del-
egations of food packaging and handling
industry will be in Canada shortly seek-
ing joint ventures and equipment for this
growth industry. Canadians need to plan
and act aggressively to cash in on this
global boom and stop relying solely on
our friends south of the border whose
industrial might seems to be tiring.

Previously world class companies like
the Big Three automakers combined are
barely profitable. The tariffs imposed
on our lumber industry despite NAFTA
brought the realization that the free trade
may be only as good as the U.S. govern-
ment’s desire to please lobbyists and spe-
cial interest business groups.

Don’t despair. Yogi would say: “It ain’t
over ’til it’s over.”

So my fellow Canadians let us all plan
to focus and become a globally aggressive
trading nation before the rest of the world
leaves us behind. Believe me, we have a lot
of catching up to do.

There are a lot of overseas companies
with lots of cash looking to invest in
Canada through joint ventures, and many
would love to attract collaboration and
investment overseas. A business consul-
tant who accompanied the Ontario trade
mission to India commented to me about
dozens of companies interested in invest-
ing upwards of $150 to 200 million each
for joint ventures. If we do not act now,
Yogi would say that “We make too many
wrong mistakes.”

The local chamber of commerce and
trade associations like Indo Canadian
Chamber of Commerce are good sources
of information and networking. They also
arrange business delegations with prear-
ranged meetings and opportunities for
contacts with key players in the host coun-
try. Do your homework and be prepared.

With economies growing at rates of
10% per year there is a lot of opportunity
in India and China.

As Yogi Berra said: “When you get to a
fork in the road, take it!”

Ajay Bajaj, P.Eng., is President of Rotator Products
Ltd. (rotatorproducts.com), and Canadian confer-
ence planning member of the Power Transmission
Distributors’ Association (ptda.org).

If you found Advisory Board Directions interest-
ing, please fill in Info Card 341.
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75,000 Cords from Stock! No Mlmmum Orders! (..

Interpower Corporation has North American and 12 international cords in stock and offers a 3 week lead
time on any non-stock cord. Our stock color is black, but other colors are available without a set up
charge. In addition, they are available with custom packaging and labeling upon request.

On the other end we will either strip to your specifications or mold a straight or angled IEC 60320 C13 or
an IEC 60320 C19. All connectors fit our existing connector locks. Connector locks secure the connector,
preventing accidental removal or interruption.

Qur customer service department is ready to serve you from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. Central Time with no

automated call attendant; our receptionist answers every phone call. With 75,000 cords in stock

and a 3 week lead time on any non-stock cord, Interpower Corporation is your one stop shop for
power system components.

Extensive Range of International Cordsets in Stock

Same day shipment available for stock item orders
received by 6:00 p.m. Central Time

' Mo Minimum Qrder Requirement

' Free Samples Upon Request

' Free Technical Support

Customize Cords to Your Specifications

Custom Lengths Available

Assembly Services Available
Made in the USA

Export Designer’s Reference & Catalog 10
Order your free copy today!

Toll-Free Phone: (800) 662'2290

Business Hours: - = e
7 a.m.=7 p.m. Central Time = —

Orders can now be taken online at:
www.interpower.com
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Contact:

P.O. Box 115 = 100 Interpower Ave
COskaloosa, |A 52577

Toll-Free Fax: (B0D) 645-5360
info@intenpower. com
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NEW JFC Flow Controls

Clippard’s new JFC valves are typically

u

sed to control air flow from air cylinders,

thereby controlling the speed at which the
piston strokes, either while extending or
retracting, depending on their location in
the circuit.

Models available with flow
adjustment by recessed screwdriver
slot or knurled knob

e Captivated needle cannot be

adjusted out of stem

Info Card 67
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Expanded Line of Hose &
Tubing

Clippard offers a variety of miniature
hose and tubing from copper and
nylon tubing to flexible urethane,
vinyl and Buna-N hose. Available in
rolls of 50 and 500 feet. In stock and
ready to ship.

Info Card 71
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Clippard Modular Valves

Clippard’s award-winning modular valves

a

re the supreme “plug and play” devices

for pneumatic applications. Available in

a

n unlimited variety of directional, flow,

pressure and special control valves, each
is encased in a body designed to mount

and link together with a simple piping
system.
Info Card 72
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Miniature Brass Barb Fittings

A new series of fittings with a captivated
o-ring seal has been added to Clippard’s
fittings line. This new fitting has an

nstalled Buna-N o-ring which seals the

fitting in a #10-23 thread, thereby
eliminating the need for sealant or
additional seals.

Info Card 73

For more information, fill in the Info Card.

Clippard Solenoid Valves
Clippard’s  EV/ET series electronic
valves are precision-built 2- or 3-way
control valves utilizing a unique,
patented valving system. These valves
are quiet, quick and use extremely low
power. They accept low voltage and
current signals, and convert them into
high pressure pneumatic options. Many
models are available including
Intrinsically ~ Safe  versions  and
proportional control units.

Info Card 68

Pneumatic Circuit Boards
Clippard clear acrylic pneumatic
circuit boards are designed to
provide a compact and highly
efficient pneumatic control system,
with the use of Clippard modular
components. Many valving systems
require a considerable amount of
piping, tubing and fittings to create the
necessary circuitry. The acrylic board
provides a place to mount the
components and easy methods to
hook-up the circuit. Available in many
designs.
Info Card 69

Clippard

Stainless Steel Cylinders

Sintered bronze
bushing on clevis
and universal
mount cylinders

3

304 stainless
steel body

Long life “U” cup piston seals

303 stainless steel rod, ground, polished, and
roller burnished for a hard, mirror finish

Features

e Polished ID 304 stainless steel tubes for low breakaway

concentricity

e Full piston area breakaway to assure full
power from the beginning of each stroke

e Buna-N “U’-cup piston seals for full power,
low friction and trouble free performance

Applications

Drilled relief holes for
full piston area
breakaway

Piston rod joint is
threaded and bonded
for extra strength

Anodized heads

Sintered bronze rod
bushing

Wrench flats
to aid in
installation

New On-Line Cylinder
* Precision rolled construction for a solid, leak proof \ Configurator makes Ordering
cylinder at a reasonable price

e Machined aluminum, clear anodized heads for extra
protection against corrosion

e Cylinder heads machined from one side for better

Simple!

2D & 3D CAD Models
Now Available at

www.clippard.com

Clippard Brass Valves
Clippard offers poppet or spool
designs; 2-, 3- or 4-way functions, in
sizes from #3-56 and #10-32 through
1/8” NPT ports; and for pressures up
to 300 psig. They are available with
solenoid, air pilot, manual and
mechanical actuators.  Mounting
styles include inline, panel mount,
manifold mount or clearance holes for
mounting screws. When you are
looking for a wvalve, Clippard’s
minimatic line of valves provide a
complete range of sizes and styles.

Info Card 70

Long life “U” cup
rod seals

Extra rod length for greater
thread engagement and
adjustment
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' NEW Metric Stainless
Steel Cylinders Now
Available!

Transportation - Throttle control, bus and train doors, window operators, trailer locks, tanker valve actuators,
hydraulic valve actuators, drag car transmissions, automobile lifts.

Packaging - Case packers, diverter gates, cappers, product stops, baggers, weighing machines, sealers, palletizers.

Apparel - Shoe manufacturing, dry cleaning conveyors, commercial laundry equipment, needle positioners, foot
litters, thread cut off, placarding, button holes / sewing, belt loopers, indexing, cuff positioning.

Electronic / Electrical - Cassette and CD ROM handling, wafer handling, valve actuators, wire tie applicators,
soldering equipment, ultrasonic welders, terminal manufacturing, wire harness assembly equipment.

Your One Stop Source for
Miniature Fluid Power Products

Clippard Instrument Laboratory, Inc. ® 7378 Colerain Avenue e Cincinnati, Ohio 45239
888-340-1807 » www.clippard.com/cylinders/ ¢ sales@clippard.com

Wainbee Limited ¢ 5789 Coopers Avenue ® Mississauga, Ontario L4Z 3S6
905-568-1700 * www.wainbee.com ¢ 1-888-WAINBEE



